The Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was written in August 1892 by the socialist
minister Francis Bellamy (1855-1931). It was originally published in
The Youth's Companion on September 8, 1892. Bellamy had hoped
that the pledge would be used by citizens in any country.

In its original form, it read:

"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands,
one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."

In 1923, the wotds, "the Flag of the United States of America" were
added. At this time it read:

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to
the Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all."

In 1954, in response to the Communist threat of the times, President
Eisenhower encouraged Congtess to add the words "under God,"
creating the 31-word pledge we say today. Bellamy's daughter
objected to this alteration. Today it reads:

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to
the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all."

Section 4 of the Flag Code states:

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: "I pledge allegiance to the Flag of
the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.",
should be rendered by standing at attention facing the flag with the
right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men should remove
any non-religious headdress with their right hand and hold it at the
left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the flag, and render the military salute."
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Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF, Ret.
President and CEO, MOAA

Lt. Gen. Atkins is a native of Portland, Ore. He earned his bach-
elor's degree in biology from the University of Portland and holds two
master's degrees, one in aeronautical science from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University and another in national security strategy from
the National War College.

A command pilot with more than 4,000 hours in fighter aircraft,
Atkins has served in a number of key command and staff positions,
including commander, 20th Fighter Wing, Shaw AFB, S.C.; com-
mander, 35th Fighter Wing, Misawa, Japan; vice commander, 7th Air
Force and U.S. Air Force Korea; director of operations, U.S. Pacific
Command; and special assistant to the supreme allied commander
Europe during the air war over Serbia. During his career, he flew as a
demonstration pilot for both the European A-10 Demonstration Team
and the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds.

At the time of his retirement from the Air Force, Atkins served as
commander, Alaskan Command, U.S. Pacific Command; command-
er, 11th Air Force, Pacific Air Forces; and commander, Alaskan
North American Defense Region, EImendorf AFB, Alaska.

He and his wife, Laura, were the 2004 recipients of the General
and Mrs. Jerome F. O'Malley Award, which recognizes the wing
commander and spouse whose contributions to the nation, the Air
Force, and the local community best exemplify the highest ideals and
positive leadership of a military couple.

Before becoming the ninth president of MOAA, Atkins served as
president of Chronicle Media, a print and digital media company
based in Augusta, Ga., that serves the southeastern U.S.
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Reception

Welcome
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt, USN, Ret.

Council President

Presentation of Colors*
College of William and Mary
US Army Revolutionary Guard Battalion

National Anthem*
Pledge of Allegiance*

Invocation*
CWO3 (Rev) Robert Herron

Missing Member Tribute
COL Ed Baisden, USA, Ret.

Dinner
Served Toasts

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt, Council President

Keynote Address
Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF, Ret.
President and CEO, MOAA

Benediction*
CWO3 Robert Herron
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